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Remnants of War make up
significant portion of
military artifacts collection

A quick look at cenotaphs
located throughout Pictou County

CEF plays a continuing role
in support of Armed Forces

MLA hoping to see veterans
committee become more active
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Lee Enfield Rifle with Grenade Launcher

This rifle was made in Britain for
the First World War. Grenade launchers
were generally made from downgraded rifles.

This weapon would allow soldiers to remain
hidden in the trenches while trying to stop the enemy
from advancing. The wire wrapped around the body of the
rifle was meant to protect the soldier’s hands, as the body
and upper barrel of the guns were prone to explode from
the power of the grenade being launched.

The purpose of the bayonet on the grenade launchers
was two-fold. The first was to hold down the grenade trig-
ger until it was let go from the rifle. The second was to
offer an additional method of manual protection should the
soldier run out of ammunition.

While it is unknown exactly how accurate these grenade
launchers were, there is no doubt they caused serious dam-
age to enemy soldiers.
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Black Battalion No. 2
Construction Helmet Badge

When the First World War began, many black Canadians
attempted to join the battle. Their wishes were denied and
they were turned away, being told it was a “white man’s
war.”

By 1915 sentiments had changed. While black Canadian
still were not allowed to join in combat, it was decided they
could form a construction battalion to help with infrastruc-
ture needs overseas.

By 1916, the No. 2 Construction Battalion, Canadian
Expeditionary Force (aka the Black Battalion) was formed.
Their headquarters were on the Market Wharf in Pictou.

These men were called upon to do many tasks, such as
build bridges, dig trenches, diffuse land mines and care for
the wounded. They faced many of the same hardships as
the men on the frontlines. Some were killed and a number
of others were wounded.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SPECIAL FEATURE

Zeornanld

85th Battalion Songbook

The 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion, Nova Scotia
Highlanders, was formed in 1915 and consisted of more
than 3,500 men.

The battalion was sent overseas to France in February
1917. The unit was given the nickname “The Neverfails”
after winning 14 battle honours during the First World War.

This songbook belonged to the battalion and included
some English and some Gaelic chants in hopes to keep the
soldiers’ morale high.
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Princess Mary’s
Brass Box Christmas Gift

Princess Mary gave out these brass
boxes as Christmas gifts to every sol-
dier in the field in 1914. She felt that
they should all receive a gift for
Christmas.

She launched a campaign to raise
funds to make the boxes. Most of the
money gathered was through private
donations. The Princess commissioned
thousands of these brass boxes to be
made.

The boxes were filled with items,
including chocolates, cigarettes and
handkerchiefs.
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We honour those who have given their lives serving Canada

and we support the brave men and women of the Canadian
Forces who continue to help people throughout the world.

Lest We Forget
Hon. Peter MacKay, MP for Central Nova
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of a War

While this
button looks
like any other
found on a
soldier’s uni-
form, it has
a secret pur-
pose. This
button can be
screwed apart
and an escape
compass can be
found inside.
High-ranking soldiers
and those who worked in
intelligence would have
one of these buttons
sewn on their uniform.
If they were captured
or somehow got lost
they would use their
compass to find
their way back to
camp.

Lieutenant Harold Carson

Pictou native Harold Carson enlisted as a private with
the “B” Company of the 106th Battalion. He fought in the
First World War and earned himself the Military Medal and
bar. He was also commissioned a Lieutenant while in the
field.

He returned home to receive three medals of honor-
able service. His brother, Warren, also received a Military
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=F o e e Ry s = a soldier named Laurie, writing home to his mother
; : ' in Pictou. In the letter, Laurie wrote about the boys
from Pictou who were in his battalion. He also wrote
s A : about the boys back home who were about to begin
el il e s 5 . the new farming season. It is clear he holds strong
iy negative feelings toward those who did not go over-
seas. He refers to those boys as “no good” and hav-

. ing “no shame left in them.”
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Bullet Pencil and Letter

Another item inside Princess Mary’s gift box that

‘ every soldier received was a bullet. However, this

Fr was not a regular bullet, but a pencil in disguise.

Princess Mary felt every soldier should be able to

write home to their families and significant others.
- They were provided with YMCA paper to write on.

L e =y Seen left is a letter crafted on April 15, 1917, by

Medal for serving in South Africa.
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Tobacco Canister

This tobacco canister

was made from two dis-
carded German shells.
The soldier who made
this canister took the
badge from a fallen
German soldier and sol-
dered it to the front of
the shell.

On the back, he sol-
dered his badge from
the 85th Overseas
Battalion. The top of the
canister is made from
the spike on a German
helmet. The shells used
were made on Aug. 13,
1907.
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Front St.

485-1600

Computerized
Prescription Service

Delivery Available

* OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon. - Fri. 8:30-8:30,
Sat. 9-5, Sun. & Holidays 12-5
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FUNERAL SERVICE

Pictou, N.S. 485-4361

Glenn Livingston
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