


The Jubilee has built its reputation on three things: talent, audience experience and
future talent (by putting rising stars on same stage as the award-winning and critically
acclaimed acts).

The Jubilee has been host to East Coast Music Association, Music Nova Scotia and Juno
Award winners and nominees. The distinctive setting and outdoor amphitheatre
provides music lovers one of the most engaging and in your face music experiences of
its kind. Rock, Blues, Folk, Country and the best East Coast music make up this event’s
incomparably eclectic line-up. The Jubilee is an event with a flavour all its own and
regarded in the industry for its top-notch production quality and attention to detail.

With several Music Nova Scotia Awards and ECMA nominations it’s safe to say the
Jubilee has officially earned its chops.

The 2011 Board of Directors, our volunteers and sponsors thank you for your continued
support of the Jubilee. We look forward to rocking with you. Enjoy!

The Jubilee is a production of the New Glasgow Riverfront Music Jubilee Society – a volunteer, non-profit
organisation. Inquiries and comments can be directed to info@jubilee.ns.ca or by calling (902) 752-6972
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Welcome to the Jubilee! 2011 Jubilee
Board of 
Directors

Chair
Steven Wark

Vice Chair
Mike Dunning

Secretary 
Beth MacKenzie

Treasurer 
Ryan McKaig

Past Chair
Stephanie Blanchard

Directors
Bruce Chapman
Andrew Heighton
Amanda MacCrae
Earl MacKenzie
Erin MacLeod
Norman MacLeod
Duane Rutledge

Executive Director
Carlton Munroe

Special Thanks to our festival supporters

We acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada through the Department
of Canadian Heritage Building Communities
through Arts and Heritage Program

We gratefully acknowledge
the support of the SOCAN
Foundation

Host Venue Partner

Tickets can be purchased nightly at the Jubilee Box Office from 6pm - 1am,
located outside the main gate. Cash only – Adult $30, Youth $15. Advance pass
holders can proceed directly to the main gate.

Lower Gate at MacLean Street for advance pass holders only. Licensed & VIP
Area access only. No admittance under 19. 

FREE day programs are open to the public at no charge and will be held at
Carmichael Park and The Celtic Circle Cultural Centre, 195 Forbes Street, New
Glasgow. 

Please note there will be no fireworks this year in an effort to add more bang to
the lineup.

New this year
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On behalf of the Board of Directors, our many volunteers and staff, welcome to the 16th
annual New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee!

Every year a small group of people come together to plan this three-day festival. To say
ours is a “working” Board is truly an understatement. But for all our efforts, the Jubilee would
not be possible without the generosity of our sponsors, media partners and the hundreds
of volunteers who readily donate their time and resources. Most importantly, the key to the
success of the Jubilee lies with the thousands of concert goers – from Pictou County and
beyond – who attend the festival year after year. 

In addition to the Scotsburn Dairy Children’s Jubilee, Youth Stage and Blues in the Park, we
have expanded our free day programming to include a Songwriter’s Workshop and
Songwriter’s Circle, both hosted by the Celtic Circle. We hope you will take some time to
enjoy these great family-oriented activities.  

Thank you to the Board, our faithful volunteers and gracious sponsors for supporting live
music in our community. Pictou County rocks!

Steven Wark
Chair
New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee

Message from the Chair

Welcome to the 16th annual New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee!

We are extremely excited to stage the 2011 Jubilee on the heels of the magic that was
created at the 15th anniversary Jubilee in 2010. The notes that floated down New
Glasgow’s picturesque East River are still talked about from a year ago. Now we are
looking forward to creating new magical moments that will last a lifetime.

I'm pretty sure I speak for all of this year’s performers when I say it is you, the music fan
who continues to grow the Jubilee. If it wasn’t for the support of our faithful Jubilee
patrons, this event could never have grown into the great festival that it is, and for that
we thank you.

And of course we could never continue to sustain the Jubilee without the tremendous
year-round effort of its Board of Directors, as well as the hundreds of volunteers who
chip in throughout the weekend.

Now enough of the talk, let’s rock ... all weekend.

Carlton Munroe
Executive Director
New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee

Message from the Executive Director
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On behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia,
it is my pleasure to welcome you to the
16th annual New Glasgow Riverfront
Jubilee, a truly fntastic showcase of local
stars and up-and-coming musical talent. 

The scenic setting of New Glasgow’s East
River will be alive with music for these
three days, with performances that
promise to entertain all ages. This annual
event is a true celebration of song and
testament to the rich musical and
cultural roots here on the East Coast. 

Year after year this great family event
draws huge crowds to the town of New

Glasgow and its neighbouring
communities. I encourage visitors to take
some time to enjoy not just the music
but all the great things Nova Scotia has
to offer – from our delicious food and
friendly people, to our beautiful scenery
and historic sites.

Please enjoy the Jubilee, have a safe
weekend and come visit us again soon!

Sincerely,
Darrell Dexter, QC, MLA
Premier

Welcome everyone to the 16th annual
New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee. This
year’s line up promises three days filled
with great music and fun. The Jubilee
has become Atlantic Canada’s signature
music festival, showcasing so many of
our talented local and national musicians
on one stage. The Government of
Canada is proud to be a presenting
sponsor. The continued generosity and
support from businesses in our
community provides a top quality
weekend for the performers and
audience. 

Creating a successful event like this
would not be possible without the

tremendous efforts and hard work of
volunteers. Thanks to everyone who
dedicated their time and energy. My
sincere appreciation to Executive
Director Carlton Munroe and Chair
Steven Wark for their leadership, industry
knowledge, attention to detail, and
creativity.

Enjoy the Jubilee with friends and family,
have fun and I look forward to seeing
you along the riverfront. 

Sincerely,
Hon. Peter MacKay, PC, QC, MP
Minister of National Defense
Member of Parliament for Central Nova

Welcome to the Jubilee!
A message from the Premier

A message from the MP



On behalf of our Council and the great
people of New Glasgow, it is my pleasure
as mayor to welcome you to the 16th
Annual New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee.

We are extremely to be the hometown
of the Jubilee, which has become a
recognized Nova Scotia signature event
and to partner with the Jubilee Board
and Executive Director to develop New
Glasgow as a music destination. We offer
congratulations to the Jubilee Chair
Steve Wark, to Executive Director Carlton
Munroe as well as to the dedicated
Jubilee Board, devoted volunteers and
outstanding sponsors for yet another
exceptional event for our town, region
and our province.

This weekend promises to be an
outstanding showcase of local, regional
and Canadian talent with music for all
ages.

For those New Glasweigans returning
home from away and to those visiting
New Glasgow to attend the Jubilee, we
hope you will enjoy the many amenities
and service our town has to offer as well
as warm hospitality and many memories
to cherish.

Sincerely,
Barrie E. MacMillan
Mayor, Town of New Glasgow

A message from the Mayor

As MLA for Pictou Centre, I’m happy to
see a wonderful line up for this year’s
New Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee. Each
year I look forward to performances
from big name bands and newcomers
alike, and I am never disappointed.

The Jubilee is not only about the
music. This event brings countless
people back to Pictou County each
year. It is almost impossible for a
Pictou County native to attend a show
without running into an old friend.

The Jubilee also attracts visitors from
all over, many for the first time. It puts

our area in the spotlight as one of the
best music festivals in Atlantic Canada.

This event wouldn’t be possible
without the hard work of dozens of
volunteers. To those who give their
time so generously: thank you. It is
your dedication that makes the
Jubilee a source of pride for our
communities.

Ross Landry, MLA
Pictou Centre

A message from the MLA
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Jubilee Mainstage Friday

Her boldness to mix driving mainstream beats
with traditional fiddle licks has created an
audaciously intriguing and alluring album.
Whether it is her haunting bluegrass folk
vocals or her catchy re-inventions of
melodies, Fleur Mainville joyously rewrites
the book on what fiddle music can be.

If the sound of the fiddle stirs the blood and
makes the hair on the back of your neck stand
on end, you’ll find it hard to stay in your seat
when fiddling sensation Fleur Mainville takes
the stage. Mainville’s infectious music blend
of electrifying traditional celtic folk and rock is
engaging and best of all, appeals to fans of all
ages.

Since first appearing on the music scene over
20 years ago, it’s impossible not to be caught
up in the energy Mainville brings to every
show with her dynamite stage presence. In
the fall of 2009, Fleur Mainville’s newest
recording, My Rare One, was released to rave
reviews. It contains dynamic and vibrant
sounds of the fiddle along with Mainville’s
sweet voice on lead vocals for a number of
songs. Mixed with musical ingredients of
electric and acoustic guitar, powerhouse bass
grooves, pulsating percussion and vocal
harmonies make My Rare One one of the rarest
treasures found this year on the east coast.

www.fleurmainville.ca

Fleur & Friends

Grooveback is a four piece group consisting
of Steven Auld (lead vocals), Mathew Brennan
(guitar/backing vocals), Jared Stanley (bass)
and Jay Macleod (drums). Their musical sound
and style is hard to label under any certain
genre, but if need be it can be classed as Funk
Rock, or the coined phrase, “Groove Rock”.
These boys deliver a combination of raw
power and rhymthic melodies. They bring a
natural vibe to the audience; connecting the
people to the music, capturing a sense of
freedom which moves from your mind down

to your feet, igniting your instinct to dance. A
feeling not often exposed.

The vocals from Steven Auld are powerful,
filling any room, yet delivering a smooth flow
to his compelling lyrics. He may present the
audience with a poetic story, or a chorus to
pump you up and open your mind. 

Mat’s passionate guitar riffs with their melodic
comfort give a natural evolution to the
compositions, bringing the songs to a higher

plateau. But just when you think the music has
reached its peak, Mat takes the sound one step
further by combining his vocal harmonies in
contrast to the lead vocals. 

The sound of Jared’s bass guitar is that of a
bare-knuckle boxer: swift, hard and leaving
you dazed. His multi-instrumental talents
shine through his bass style, bringing
elements of guitar and percussion to his four
stringed friend. 

The hypnotic beats sung by Jay and his drums
instigate an eruption on the dance floor. Tight
in sound, yet overflowing with primal rhythm.
Jay gives the music a shape and body that
floats among the crowd infecting everyone it
touches. Combining inspiration from a variety
of musical genres and artistic mediums he
keeps a common goal in focus: to give the
crowd a show that will keep them coming
back for more.

www.grooveback.ca

Grooveback
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2011 East Coast Music Award Nominees for
“Fan Choice Entertainer of the Year”, Alert The
Medic is a four piece rock band from Halifax,
Nova Scotia, whose anthemic sound and high
energy performances have been captivating
audiences everywhere. Alert The Medic’s
sophomore album, We, the weapon, received
2010 Music Nova Scotia Award Nominations
for Group Recording of the Year and Pop/Rock
Artist/Group Recording of the Year as well as
2010 East Coast Music Award Nominations for
Sirius Satellite Rock Recording of the Year and
Vibe Creative Group Single of the Year for
“Atlas”, the debut release from the album.
“Atlas” achieved national rotation for over 14
weeks and cracked Mediabase’s Top 50 Active
Rock Canadian Charts. The album continues to
break new ground, charting on college radio
stations from coast to coast. In 2010, Alert The

Medic performed at the JunoFest celebrations
in St. John’s, Newfoundland, alongside fellow
rockers The Arkells and Hollerado, and
garnered a coveted spot on the Music Nova

Scotia Week Gala Awards Show stage in
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.

www.alertthemedic.com

Alert the Medic

Welcome to the Jubilee!

Scotsburn, Nova Scotia

www.stonehamechalets.com

Welcome to the 
16th Annual 
New Glasgow 

Jubilee!

Many Locations to 
Serve You Throughout 

Pictou County!
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Before forming Platinum Blonde in 1980,
Mark Holmes’ start was in a Police tribute
band two years earlier. It was during this
time       that the native of Mansfield,
England experimented  fusing punk with
modern pop elements that would become
synonymous with Platinum Blonde. 

After sending a 7 song demo to David
Tickle, drummer Chris Steffler, guitarist
Sergio Gali and Holmes, were told it was
basically a ‘now or never situation’ if they
wanted to work with him due to his hectic
schedule. They met up within a week and
after a mere sixteen days, a 6 song self-titled
mini-lp was released to the radio market in
the fall of ‘83. “Doesn’t Really Matter” and
“Standing In The Dark” became instant
radio staples, riding the wave of the young,
free-wheeling new-wave sound of the time.
Despite originally being tagged as a teeny-
bopper band, the talent was clear. Four
more songs were added and Standing in the
Dark, their official debut album, instantly
went gold when it hit the shelves in 1984.
Their finely polished keyboards-oriented

sound, marked by “Sad Sad Rain” and “Not
In Love” helped cement SITD as one of
Canadian pop’s biggest-selling debut
albums of all-time, going triple platinum.
The tour that ensued took them to all four
corners of the globe, and saw the hiring of
Scottish-born keyboardist Kenny McLean.

Part of the group’s magnetism came from
the slick work done on their videos, helping
them enjoy what almost sometimes
seemed like endless plugs on Much Music,
as well as fitting in nicely in the rotations
with MTV and the European video stations,
summed up best with “Video Disease”.
Quick to capitalize on their upstart success,
the group released Alien Shores in the
summer of ‘85. The addition of McLean on
keyboards and relief bass duties allowed
Holmes the time to expand his direct input
into the band direction and also helped
expand the band’s sound, including the
lead-off single, “Situation Critical”.

“Crying Over You”, “Hungry Eyes”, and
“Somebody Somewhere” helped put to rest

the thought the band was a one-album
wonder like so many of their
contemporaries of the day. Gali’s guitar-
work became more predominant on stage,
while still maintaing the slick sound in the
studios, practically owning the AM market
again. With guest appearances by Alex
Lifeson of Rush and Lisa Dalbello, Platinum
Blonde instantly earned the respect of
some of the industry’s biggest names, all
the while selling 400,000 copies.

Contact was released early in 1987 and it
was immediately evident the band was
trying to get away from the cutesy monicor.
A harder edge was felt on such songs as “If
You Go This Time”, the title-track, “Connect
Me”. 

Though they’re still caught in the trap of
being stereotyped by some, Holmes and
company have matured during their
absence, without losing the chemistry that
made them one of Canada’s brightest
talents.

www.platinumblonde.com

Jubilee Mainstage Friday

Platinum Blonde
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Jubilee Mainstage Friday

www.systemcare.ca
newglasgow@systemcare.ca

Locally Owned 
& Operated

New Glasgow

“A Proud Supporter of the 
new glasgow riverfront jubilee”

Hamilton born, Halifax bred Matt Mays has
made a career out of defying expectations.
From his early days as a member of the
seminal ‘alt-country’ group The Guthries, Mays
has always zigged when the public has been
expecting a zag.

After departing The Guthries to embark on a
solo career Matt released his self-titled debut
which maintained the rootsy, laid-back feel of
his earlier work but also had a decidedly more
rock vibe. The solo debut caused quite a stir
across Canada and went on to be nominated
to two Juno Awards (New Artist & Adult
Alternative Album).

Matt followed this up with the first Matt Mays
& El Torpedo album, recorded with the live
band he had formed to tour in support of the
Matt Mays album. Matt Mays & El Torpedo had
quickly evolved into one of Canada’s best live
acts. Produced with Grammy Award-winner
Don Smith (Tom Petty, Keith Richards), the
album’s first single “Cocaine Cowgirl” was a
massive hit and the album went on to win four
East Coast Music Awards in 2006. The band
began working in the US as well, the highlight
of which was an appearance on the Conan
O’Brien show.

2008 saw the return of El Torpedo and the

Terminal Romance album. Produced in the UK
with producer Chris Tsangarides (Thin Lizzy,
Judas Priest, Anvil) the album features the
singles “Tall Trees”, “Building A Boat”, and the
epic title track. Terminal Romance won the
CMW Indies Award and the ECMA for Rock
Album of the Year as well as fourth Juno
nomination.

With the departure of a couple key members
of El Torpedo in 2009, Matt opted to retire the
band name but continues to perform both
solo and band shows.

www.mattmays.com

Matt Mays
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Friday Night Headliner

Has there ever been a Canadian band quite
like Big Sugar? Who can they be compared
to? More pointedly, who can compare to
them? Music is a fickle pursuit and it seems
that many bands are defined by a single or
two, perhaps a couple of albums. In Big
Sugar there lies however a more precious
commodity. Here is a Canadian act that has
aggressively pursued its muse, courting risk
at every turn and assuring their future in the
process. Always re-inventing, repositioning,
re-contextualizing and not once bowing to

a challenge, they have never sounded like
anything but themselves. For better or
worse, from good times to bad and back
again, they have become storied and
bigger than life – and they have fostered a
Great Canadian Eccentric who will
eventually become sanctified as such and
books will be written about him.

Starting life as a darling of Queen St. and
shouting the blues in his jazz-inflected
three-piece, Gordie Johnson’s Grand

Adventure quickly asserted its unique path
through the pop culture landscape of the
nineties. How jarring it was to hear the
spooky, bedeviled howl of “Wild Ox Moan”
amidst the excesses of both Grunge on the
one side and Dance music on the other. Big
Sugar became for us, devotees of new
music, a reliably surprising act. Each
successive single recapitulated the
“otherness” that symbolizes them to this
day.

BIG SUGAR
m

ich
ae

l m
ax

xis
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In this desirable residence somewhere
above everybody else, Johnson won the
freedom to do as he saw fit; making his own
scene and waiting for us to fall in. His
determination to bring Caribbean
sensibilities to the music of the Great White
North has made for some bizarre and
thrilling spectacle. His effortless
appropriation of any style that moved him
would find grace in the keen production
and uninhibited playfulness of those great
singles... and how many of these songs
have become as immutable as the land
upon which we stand? “Diggin’ a Hole”, “If I
Had My Way”, “Turn the Lights On”. Each
one is marked by adventurous, almost
reckless production – indulgent in all the
right ways. Listen to the far-off Sound
System piano plodding away behind the
band in “Turn the Lights On.” Here Big Sugar
attempt that most ill-fated of endeavours –
North Parallel Reggae. And they pull it off.

Who else has fought so visibly to evolve
and who else has placed such trust in its
audience to follow? In the end, it may be
this respect for the listener that becomes
Big Sugar most. Only a fool would expect
the same thing twice from Gordie Johnson
and a quick glance at their message board
will confirm that a Big Sugar fan is a deeply
dedicated one.

Watching the current manifestation of Big
Sugar, one will see displaced
Newfoundlanders spilling a tear over the
stirring and compassionate Celtic hurrah

that is “All Hell for a Basement”, while the
entire room will unite in dance to the
dubbed-up workout of “Nashville Grass”.
Then we’re at a Rock Show, and the most
versatile band you’ve ever seen is dive-
bombing through “Ride like Hell”. Then you
remember that somewhere else, in a
smaller room filled with the lucky hundred,
Johnson could well be extending dub-wise
with AlKaline or anguishing a single
plaintive note through forty-five minutes of
eerie ass-pocket blues.

Or in another even smaller room, he’s
presiding over the sound board for a new
generation of defiantly self-possessed
bands like the Trews, Les Respectables and

John Ford – sharing his charmed ear and
buying a bucket of chicken to keep
everybody’s fingers greasy.

In the end every band must come and go,
unless they figure out how to come again.
And again. And again.

Big Sugar have lived to see the triumph of
their art in Hit & Run.

Any gambler would tremble at the
delicious prospect of the long-shot that
always wins.

www.bigsugar.com

m
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This year’s Children’s Jubilee will be a fun-filled
afternoon featuring performers Crystal Mann
and Razzmatazz. There will be inflatable
bouncers to enjoy, as well as interactive games
for kids to get involved with too!

The event will take place on the gazebo stage in
Carmichael Park, just off the George Street
Bridge. Carmichael Park is a pretty piece of

green space with big shade trees sitting above
New Glasgow’s East River. Revellers are
encouraged to bring chairs and blankets to fully
enjoy their time here. 

There will be Scotsburn concessions on-site to
enjoy, so bring a chair or grab a seat on the
grass and enjoy an afternoon for the whole
family.

Scotsburn Children’s Jubilee
Saturday, July 30 - 12 noon to 4:00 pm
Carmichael Park, New Glasgow 
Corner of George Street and Terrace Street

Crystal Mann
New Glasgow’s own Crystal Mann is
returning to the Scotsburn Dairy Children’s
Jubilee stage. Mann is a familiar face in Pictou
County where she has built a busy livelihood
as a children’s entertainer and music educator.
Founder and lead singer of the group
Rainbow Express, she’s an eclectic musician
who specializes in children’s and family
entertainment. She has performed
throughout Nova Scotia at established events,
including the Great Canadian Family Picnic
and Tall Ships Festival. One her most notable
performances was at Clam Harbour for
Septemberfest, where she shared the stage
with “Sharon, Lois and Bram”, “Razzmatazz”
and “Audrey & Alex”.

Crystal has also been instrumental in bringing
Kindermusik® to Pictou County, a music and
movement program for children from birth to
7 years old. Her love for music, and innate
ability to teach and interact with children, is a
natural fit for her happy and energetic
personality.

This year’s Jubilee, will find Crystal performing
solo, offering up with her sweet vocals and
interesting guitar rhythms, a mixture of old
favourites and exciting original songs. All
performed in a unique style that will captivate
and inspire both children and parents to sing
along.

www.crystalclearmusic.ca

Razzmatazz
RAZZMATAZZ FOR KIDS will get you
hugging someone you love, clucking like a
chicken, bumping up and down on a
bumpy bus, singing, clapping your hands,
or performing on stage with them at their
concerts of fun, original children’s songs.
They have been delighting young children
in Canada and the U.S. for over 15 years, at
festivals, theatres, special events and
schools. Razzmatazz's many awards
include “Children’s Recording of the Year”
from the East Coast Music Awards, a
“Recommended” Award from Parents’
Choice, “Our Choice” from the Canadian
Children’s Book Centre, and “Children’s
Groups of the Year” from Music Nova
Scotia. A video of their song “Going to my
Grandma’s” was produced for Sesame
Street. 

Based in Halifax, Nova Scotia, husband and
wife team Thomas Cormier and Sandy
Greenberg have traveled as far north as
the Labrador Arts Festival, as far south as
the Festival International de Louisiane in
Lafayette, Louisiana, and as far west as
Manitoba Showcase. In Nova Scotia, they
have appeared with Symphony Nova
Scotia and at numerous other events,
including the Stan Rogers Folk Festival,
Lunenburg Folk Harbour Festival, New
Glasgow Riverfront Jubilee, Maritime
Conservatory of Performing Arts, HRM

Canada Day and Bedford Days. In New
Brunswick, they have toured the province
several times under the auspices of
“Performing Arts NB”, and have appeared
at the Harvest Jazz and Blues Festival,
Shediac Lobster Festival, KidFest in
Fredericton, and many more. In Prince
Edward Island, they have appeared at
Summerfest and Old Home Week. In
Ontario, Razzmatazz has performed at the
London International Children’s Festival,
Ottawa’s Children’s Festival de la Jeunesse
and the Thunder Bay Children’s Festival.

RAZZMATAZZ FOR KIDS has released two
independent recordings: Razzmatazz for
Kids and Suitcase Full of Songs. Most
recently, a Razzmatazz song, “If I Had a
Rainbow” was chosen to be part of
Dancing Kites, a compilation CD of
Canadian children’s musicians. This
project by “Grammas to Ambuyas” in
Ottawa will raise money for the Stephen
Lewis Foundation to assist grandmothers
in Africa who are raising children
orphaned by AIDS. Three songs, “Chugga
Choo Choo”, The Crazy Shakedown”, and
“Sleeping Over” were chosen by
Casablanca Records for inclusion in three
of their compilations of children’s songs
garnering many rave reviews.

www.razzmatazz.ns.ca
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Tickets for the evening
festivities will be available for
purchase on-site. Please see
the ticket booth, or find one
of our information volunteers
around the grounds.

For more information on the
weekend’s events, visit the
Jubilee website at:
www.jubilee.ns.ca

Scotsburn Dairy:
www.scotsburn.com

Led by Kelli Cruikshank and Kelly MacLeod

Zumba is a Latin inspired dance fitness program that involves dance and aerobic elements.
The music and movement makes it more like fun and less like work out. Dance styles of hip-
hop, samba, salsa, meringue, mambo, martial arts, Bollywood and belly dance are all a part
of Zumba.

Saturday, July 30 - 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Carmichael Park, New Glasgow 
Corner of George Street and Terrace Street

Zumba for the Whole Family



14 New Glasgow Riverfront Music Jubilee www.jubilee.ns.ca

Saturday Day Programming
Saturday, July 30 - 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Songwriter’s Workshop
Celtic Circle Cultural Centre 
195 Forbes Street, New Glasgow

Led by: Dave Gunning, Carmel Mikol and Carmen Townsend

Saturday, July 30 - 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Songwriter’s Circle
Celtic Circle Cultural Centre 
195 Forbes Street, New Glasgow

Featuring: Dave Gunning, Carmel Mikol and Carmen Townsend

A triple nominee at the 2011 East Coast
Music Awards, Carmel Mikol has always
been a songwriter. From her childhood on a
family farm in rural Cape Breton Island,
Nova Scotia, to her current “home” on the
road, Carmel has built her life around
crafting songs, collecting stories, and
carving poetry out of the human
experience. After a year of touring
extensively across Canada and the US with
her celebrated debut album “In My Bones”,
Carmel recently returned home to Cape

Breton to create her newest recording
Creature. An Americana-tinged confluence
of acoustic and electric guitar, banjo,
mandolin, and unaffected vocals, Creature
was recorded live off the floor with her
band at Cape Breton’s award winning
Lakewind Sound Studio (Gordie
Sampson/Fred Lavery). From the overtly
political “Twenty Something Girl” to the
deeply personal “I Miss The Moon”, Creature
is a fresh take on traditional folk song
fodder: wayward politics, social change, and

poignant, fictional “true” stories. “I’m not
sure which takes more courage for me –
singing honestly about my losses or taking
on newspaper headlines,” Carmel admits.
Either way, the album reveals her as a truly
unique voice in the Canadian songwriter
landscape.

Carmel’s songwriting has garnered her
international attention, winning the folk
category in the 2010 Great American Song
Contest and International Singer
Songwriter Awards Song Contest. Carmel
has shared stages with Garnet Rogers,
Connie Kaldor, David Francey, David Myles,
Meghan Smith, Jimmy Rankin, and Matt
Anderson. In 2010, she performed in CBC’s
Studio H for Concerts On Demand and
developed and produced “Roots to the
Future”, a new creation project for Cape
Breton’s Celtic Colours International
Festival. Carmel also participated in a
month-long artist residency alongside four
internationally acclaimed artists in the 2011
Escape To Create program.

www.carmelmikol.com

Carmel Mikol

www.celticcircle.ca
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Jubilee Mainstage Saturday

Always Distracted is an original pop/rock
band from Pictou County, Nova Scotia. These
young musicians are honing their craft every
chance they get, working toward their big
dreams. Keeping true to musicianship since
Cassie and Luke banded together in October of
2008, they have homegrown their own sound,
creating songs that express life’s challenges at a
level of maturity that exceeds all expectations.

Major accomplishments for the band last year
were making the top 5 in the CBC School of
Rock contest and recording two of their songs
at Smashbox Studios in Dominion, NS. This year
will see Always Distracted performing live for
various events, as well as recording more of
their songs, with the eventual release of their
debut EP.

www.alwaysdistracted.com

Always Distracted

Universal Soul is a Halifax (Nova Scotia, Canada) based hip hop
ensemble who have been a part of the Halifax scene since 1985. Its
members have inspired and mentored other hip hop artists Such as
Classified, Buck 65, Sixtoo and Trobiz, and they have had numerous
collaborations with artists as diverse as The Jimmy Swift Band,
Symphony Nova Scotia and Anne Murray. Although they have
avoided media limelight, they have been nominated and won several
awards at the regional and national levels.

The group consists of three MCs; F.I.Z. (Finley Tolliver), Voodoo (David
Adekayode), Tacktishion (Tracey Williams), and one DJ IV
(pronounced eye-vee, Brian Pelrine). IV is the newest member of the
group, has been spinning since 1999, currently he is the 2010 Atlantic
Canadian Redbull 3Style Dj Battle Champion & 2010 Stylus Awards
East Coast Dj of the Year and was mentored by Jorun, former
member of Universal Soul (now heading First Words). This group’s
origin can be traced back to 1987 when they went by the name
Down by Law. Back then their membership consisted of Jorun, as DJ,
MCs F.I.Z. and Tacktishion, and Voodoo as dancer. Jorun still
collaborates with Universal Soul and has been a driving force behind
the Halifax hip hop scene. Universal Soul along with Jorun were
responsible for revitalizing this city’s scene in the 1990’s after Cool G
and MCJ left town. Jorun produced The Haltown Projex, and it was
through this production that artists such as Buck 65 and Sixtoo
obtained media attention and subsequently made their careers.

Universal Soul maintain that they “rap like human beings” and they
“aren’t one thing or another.” While they make local references in
their music, the most prominent theme is nostalgia for youth and
times past, as in the case of their best known single “Way Back in the
Day”, in which they rap about their arrival in Halifax as children and
being the new kid on the block.

www.myspace.com/universalsoul902

Universal Soul


